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INTRODUCTION
Comprising slightly more than 800 square miles,
Walker County is located in the northwest
region of the state. It is part of the Cumberland
[2]
Plateau physiographic section of the Appalachian
Highlands region and consists of narrow valleys
and broad plateaus covered with oak and pine
forests. The county is bordered to the north by
[3]
Winston County, to the northwest by Cullman
County, to the east by Blount and Jefferson
Counties, to the southwest by Tuscaloosa County,
and to the west by Fayette and Marion Counties.
Walker County is home to a major segment of the
newest Interstate corridor in the Country, I-22.
The I-22 corridor was officially opened June
20th, 2016 when the I-65 final connection was
completed. This corridor runs 213 miles from
Birmingham, Alabama to Memphis, Tennessee and connects I-240, I-40, I-55, and I-69 in Memphis. It also
connects I-65 and I-20/I-59 in Birmingham making it a main artery throughout the Southeast.
[4]

It encompasses 803 square miles. Walker County is exceeded only by Jefferson County in the production
of coal. The county is drained by the Black Warrior River and Mulberry and Sipsey Forks. The county seat
is Jasper, named for William Jasper, a hero of the American Revolution. Other towns and communities
include Carbon Hill, Corona, and Cordova.
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Walker County remained largely agricultural throughout the nineteenth century, with wheat and corn
serving as the county's major crops. Coal and timber industries were especially important to the local
economy by the late nineteenth century. The Warrior Coal Field underlies Walker County, which was
second only to Jefferson County in coal production by 1900, and coal is still an important component of
the economy. Throughout the early twentieth century, a series of locks and dams along the Black Warrior
and Sipsey rivers allowed Walker County to increase its industrial economy using hydroelectric power.
Furthermore, the Smith Dam on the Sipsey Fork of the Black Warrior River created more than 8,000
acres of surface water for boating, fishing and other aquatic activities, resulting in a booming recreational
industry.

Source: Alabama Census Data Comparison Tool
https://alabama.hometownlocator.com/

Source: https://www.census.gov/ (2018 estimates)
*Partially located in Jefferson County
**Partially located in Winston County

[5]

[6]
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DEMOGRAPHICS &
POPULATION ANALYSIS

POPULATION COMPOSITION
This chapter provides a brief summary of
the demographic conditions present in
Walker County as of 2010, but also featuring
current estimates and data sets from the U.S.
Census and other sources. Walker County
encompasses approximately 805 square miles
of land, which puts the population density
at around 85 people per square mile. The
median age of Walker County is 41.5, which
is slightly lower than the state median age of
39.3 (Source: https://censusreporter.org/).

Source: https://www.census.gov/
*2019 estimate
|
**2010 Figures

|

***2014-2018 data sets
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When creating demographic analysis, it is important to visualize the population in a population pyramid. This
type of chart allows a viewer to make connections be-tween population, age, and reasons to why there are
more elders if it is a retirement community, young adults if there is a surplus in jobs, or if there are perhaps
more children, which would indicate that it is a quickly growing population. In this case, it is important to
compare population pyramids not only with Walker County, but with the state of Alabama as well, to see if
there are major differences or similarities. Populations are also compared from 1990, 2000, and 2010, to see
if there are any major trends and what has been changing. In the year 1990, is it interesting to notice that the
population trends were not entirely similar, as there was a smaller percentage of 25 to 34 year olds, but there
is a strong correlation. . There is a decline in the age group from 15-24, and this could indicate that there are
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college aged students leaving to go elsewhere for school. The large increase in the mid-twenties through forties
indicates this population returning to work, likely after college. This also indicates that there could be a surplus
of jobs. Though the trend for both areas is nearly identical, it is important to note that the population is obviously
incredibly larger for the state of Alabama. The trend for the year 2000 is nearly identical to 1990, for both
Walker County and Alabama State. There has not been a significant increase in children or elders since 1990.

Source: 1990, 2000, 2010 Census

HOUSEHOLDS & EDUCATIONAL OVERVIEW
Walker County has a lower percentage of its population that possess a high school diploma or GED
(80.9%) compared to the state (85.8%), suggesting that the county may have under-performing schools
and a less-skilled workforce than many other parts of the state. The average household size is 2.54 people
per household which correlates with the 2.55 state average.
A large majority of households contain
families in Walker County. It is interesting
to note that nearly one-third households
are non-family households (30.6%).
The majority of Walker County’s
population either has a high school
diploma or some college experience.
Unfortunately, roughly 19% of the
population do not possess a high school
diploma or equivalent.

Source: https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-counties/al/walker-county-population/

Source: https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US01127-walker-county-al/
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POPULATION DENSITY
[7]

N

[7]

Walker County’s population appears to
be centered around the City of Jasper
and Sumiton, with population clusters
following major roadways. Its population
density is much smaller than the larger
cities and towns in the state of Alabama.
[1]

N
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RACE & ETHNICITY
The racial makeup of Walker County
is key to understanding current trends
affecting the county. As of the past 30 years,
the population is predominately white;
averaging around 91% of the population.
African-Americans make up the next largest
ethnicity at around 6%. People identifying as
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Asian,
or Hispanic make up the remaining 3%.
Historically, Walker County has seen an
increase in all other ethnicities except for
white, with the exception of the population
growth between 1990 and 2000. The county
appears to be moving toward a more diverse
population composition, even though that
the white population will remain the most
predominate percentage for a while. There is
a decrease in the number of whites between
2000 and 2010, along with a decrease
in the African-American population.
Overall, however, the white population
seems to be on the decline. “Other” races,
which includes the Hispanic population
has more than doubled between 2000 and
2010. Those who identify as two or more
races has drastically grown since 1990.

Walker County: 2019
White
African American
American India / Alaska
Native
Asian
Native Hawai ian / Pacific
Islander
Two or More races
Hispanic or Latino
Source: 2019 Census Data

Source: Decennial Census Data
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DISSIMILARITY, ISOLATION, & INTERACTION

Analysis
27% of Whites would need
to move in order to achieve
a uniform distribution of
population of White and Black/
African American communities.
The probability of a black person
"interacting" with a Black/
Afircan-American person is
about 5%. You can also interpret
this to mean that 5 of every 100
people a black person meets will
be White. 		

		

17% of the minority group would
need to move in order to achieve
full evenness among groups OR
the minority (Indian or Alaskan
natives) would have to switch with
equal number of the non-minority
(white). The probability of a black
person “interacting” with a an
American Indian/ Alaskan Native
is about 0.03%		

		

Analysis
27% of either group would need to move in order to achieve a uniform distribution of population of
White and Black/African American communities. Or another way is saying 2.8% of the minority group
(Black/ Afircan-American) would have to switch places with the same number of the non-minority group.
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SPACIAL LOCATIONS OF RACES & ETHNICITIES

White/ CaucasianAs previously noted, a majority of the population of
Walker County is white.

Asian American/ AsianThe population of Walker County only consists of
195 Asians, as of 2010, which is 0.6% of the total.

Black/ African-AmericanThe bulk of the other minority groups listed live in
or near Jasper (largest city) or near Jefferson county,
home to Birmingham.

Hispanic / Latino
Source: Social Explorer
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HOUSING
Housing Units

Walker County is comprised of 30,816 households. Of
these households, 86% were occupied as of the 2010.
The 2010 Census declared 13.8% % of all households in
Walker County as vacant. Roughly 1/4 of the occupied
housing is reserved for renter-occupied housing. This
is a common number for semi-urban regions such as
Walker County. The housing breakdown graph shows
an alarming amount of the current housing stock is
listed as “All other vacants” as a part of the total number
of vacant unites. The Census Bureau counts foreclosed
homes in the “other” category. This graph could illustrate
the effects of the recent economic downturn and
decline in the housing industry over the past few years.

13.80%

86.20%

Occupied

Vacant

Source: Social Explorer

Vacant Housing Units

22.70%

Occupied Housing Units

24.20%

48.50%

28.80%

For rent

For sale only

Other vacant

Owner Occupied

Renter occupied
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HOUSING VACANCY

N

30-40%

Source: Social Explorer
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POPULATION GROWTH
Since the beginning of recording the population of Walker County
in 1830, Walker County’s population has been through a few ups
and downs. Every decade from 1830 to 1930 (with the exception
of 1860-1870) saw a large increase in population, most likely due
to the coal and timber industries that were especially important to
the local economy by the late nineteenth century. Throughout the
early twentieth century, a series of locks and dams along the Black
Warrior and Sipsey rivers allowed Walker County to increase its
industrial economy using hydroelectric power and also created
more than 8,000 acres of surface water for boating, fishing and
other aquatic activities, resulting in a booming recreational
industry. The past 30 years however, have seen a noticeable decline
of population growth, which hovers around has seen a steady
decrease except for 1990-2000. Looking at the graph below, Walker
County has at times seen a larger percentage of growth compared
to the U.S. and state of Alabama in many decades, such 1860,
1880-1930, and 1980. It is safe to assume that the industries that
were once thriving in this region are now failing due to a shifting
economy, causing workers in the area to look for jobs elsewhere.
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POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Source: US Census Data

AnalysisFrom the Simplistic Growth Calculations, Linear population model and Geometric population model, we
can see that the population of Walker County shows decreases in many ways. The numbers are quite different
of those two models. The linear population model number shows larger simplistic growth calculations. To
sum up, the population in Walker County is declining and projections across the board currently project
that trend to continue. The cohort component projection analysis numbers (shown on the following
page) are different than the Simplistic Growth Calculations, Linear population model and Geometric
population model, the reason is because it uses state average survival and net-migration rates in the analysis.

Walker County Population
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LINEAR SUMMARY OUTPUT

GEOMETRIC SUMMARY OUTPUT

Source: US Census Data
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Male Cohort Population Projection 2010-2015

Female Cohort Population Projection 2010-2015

Cohort component projection analysisThe male cohort component projection analysis for future 5 years past 2010 Census data shows the male
population of Walker County may decrease from 32,668 to 31,515. There will be 776 males migrate
to Walker County. The female cohort component projection analysis for the future 5 years shows the
female population of Walker County may decrease from 34,355 to 31,733. .There will be 707 people
migrate to Walker County. A total of 806 new births will happen in Walker County during 2010-2015.
Source and Data: https://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/
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ECONOMIC &
EMPLOYMENT ANALYSIS

ECONOMIC COMPOSITION
Walker County has a unique set of
characteristics that make the economic profile
of the area very interesting. The median
income of Walker County is $41,478, which is
slightly less than the state median income of
$48,486. Unemployment rates have lowered
in recent years and now hover around 3.5%
compared to the 3% in the State (source:
https://fred.stlouisfed.org/). Median home U.S. Census Data
values in the county ($104,309) were slightly *Source: https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/ALWALK5URN | Feb. 2020
higher than those of the state ($115,978). Unemployment rates in Walker County, along with much of the
state and country, have lowered dramatically since 2010. The unemployment rate of Walker County has been
fairly consistent and even compared to state unemployment rates. Along with the Great Recession, major
decreases in employment in Walker County for manufacturing jobs and wholesale trade could be attributed to
the higher unemployment rates by 2012.
Unemployment in Walker County 2000-2020

[9]

Source: https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/ALWALK5URN

INDUSTRY TOTAL
EMPLOYMENT
TRENDS

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/

Page 16

LOCATION QUOTIENT
2017

2002

Walker County’s economy has been always relied heavily on mining or extraction and manufacturing
industries. However, the fields of action the county are broad. In order to see the evolution of Walker County’s
economy we made two Location Quotient studies; one with data taken from the year 2002, and the other
with more recent information, from the year 2017. Between both studies, we’ve found the same economies
that affect the county tremendously, which are the ones highlighted in green. In 2017, Administration &
Support, Waste Management, and Remediation has just 0.22 on its LQ. The highest LQ from Walker County
is “Mining, Quarrying, and Gas & Oil Extraction”, with an LQ way over 4.22 (2017) to be precise. That field
is followed by Utilities [2.60], and also Management of Companies and Enterprises[2.21].
Considering the highest location quotients, we can assume that Walker County was working largely in
mining and power production, and provides services for the oil companies. The remaining of some
manufacturing activities in town is a living testimony of days lived since the Industrial Revolution.
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SHIFT-SHARE ANALYSIS

Source: onthemap.ces.census.gov

Even with population declining from 2002 to 2017, employment opportunities continue to increase. Shift-share
analysis looks into how a smaller region (usually town, county) grows and compares it to the larger region to see
if the smaller area is economically competitive in any industries over a certain period of time. Walker County
has a competitive disadvantage over the state of Alabama, especially with Management and Administration
and Support industry sectors. However, Walker County does have an advantage in the Manufacturing industry
sector over the state of Alabama. Many of these jobs can still be attributed to the major interstate and highways.
Overall total industry employment has decreased by about 4.5% greater pace than that of the state. The industry
mix for this region can be attributed to the rise in employment for Manufacturing, Health Care and Social
assistance, and Accommodation and Food Services. As the baby boom population is getting older, this trend
in the health care and social assistance fields will continue to add more jobs to local and regional economies
around the U.S.
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LABOR FORCE ANALYSIS
When looking at the statistics of labor force in Walker County, Alabama, it is noticeable that there are quite
a few connecting relevant factors. The unemployment rate of about 3.1% of people 16 and over in the labor
force is a smaller percentage than the percent of students aged 16-19 with no high school diploma or GED,
at about 19%. This could be because of the percentage of people that join armed forces, and it could also be
presumed that there are many that go on after they drop out to get their GED and work after that.
[8]

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/
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LABOR FORCE ANALYSIS
Walker County median household income is $47,602, much less than the state average at $49,861. Household
income distribution appears that 52% of households make less than $50,000 annually, and only 18% of
households make more than $100,000 a year.
With this, the Census Reporter states that 17% of the population lives below the poverty line, which correlates
well with the state. Unfortunately more kids under the age of 18 lives below the poverty line (21%). This could
be due to the industry patterns and lower-than-average educational attainment levels of Walker County.

Source: https://censusreporter.org/profiles/05000US01127-walker-county-al/

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/
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Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/

INDUSTRY PATTERNS

As previously discussed, Walker County is large on manufacturing. It also has large industry sectors in
Accommodation & Food services, Retail Trade, and Health Care & Social Assistance as well, all of which
besides the latter may not require anything more than a high school degree or GED.
The two charts above show the growth and decline of many industry sectors in Walker County. Admin. &
Support & Waste Management services has dramatically decreased since 2009, and Accommodation and
Food Services have seen steady growth since.
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Number of Households

COMMUTING PATTERNS

https://datausa.io/profile/geo/walker-county-al/

Finally, transportation mainly consists of car and truck driving in Walker County. Over 95% of the labor
force of Walker County drives a car or truck, either privately or via carpool, and the next highest percentage
of transportation is walking, at just over 1% of the labor force (excluding working at home at about 2%.)
Looking into this further, it shows that the average drive for the labor force is about 25 to 50 miles, but there
are still a considerable amount of people driving up to 60 minutes a day.
[9]

24,055 workers living
in Walker County

Source: http://www2.labor.alabama.gov/
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