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Water Stewardship
Metro Atlanta has unique challenges when it comes to water supply and 
management. It relies almost entirely on surface water, as a thick layer 
of granite underground means access to groundwater is negligible. It is 
also located along small rivers at the headwaters of six major river basins.  

The good news: If water resources are properly managed, they’ll be able 
to meet the long-term needs. But the continued prosperity depends 
on using water wisely, including continuing to invest in – and build 
on – the award-winning water conservation and efficiency programs.
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Adding to the challenge is the fact that most metro Atlanta residents 
don’t live near where they work. As a result, many workers spend 
a big chunk of pay on commuting costs. For moderate-income 
families making about $47,000 a year, housing and transportation 
costs consume about 63% of their pay, according to a study by 
the Center for Neighborhood Technology. By that measure, the 
Atlanta region is less affordable than many other major metro areas.
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What started as a experiment  has since become loved by 
millions. Atlanta and Coca-Cola; appreciated by millions 
of people and counting. These individuals enjoy it; some 
since they were young and some until they are old. 
Nevertheless, these people continue to enjoy it. It is a 
comfortable thing, something that should be experienced 
at least once throughout one’s life. Some people wonder 
how they could ever live without it. Some people have 
become addicted to it. However, some stand against it. 
Both, loved and hated. Some people are attracted, and 
some people turn their heads at the idea of it. 

These two things have seen great successes and some 
hardships. They have continued to grow and expand, not 
letting obstacles hinder it. With this, they have become 
the home to millions. They have seen exponential growth 
and have spread like wildfire, being a household name 
throughout many parts of the world. They have had 
great influence on our world and the way we interact. 
Since then, they developed thousands of world-famous 
talents, products, and individuals. 
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For the Atlanta region to remain economically competitive in the 
future, it will need a comprehensive transportation network that 
includes a robust portfolio of mobility options, including well-funded 
regional transit. Employers are increasingly making corporate location 
decisions on factors that include easy access to transit for employees.

The state of Georgia contributes significantly less to transit services 
than our direct economic competitor states and ranks poorly against 
national averages.  Georgia spends about $14.5 million annually on 
transit, primarily for the Xpress commuter bus service in the Atlanta 
region. This means that the state contributes only 1.24% of all transit 
funding in Georgia.
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Both make noise; sometimes it can be much more 
aggressive than the other. If you rattle it or shake it up, 
just know it will could bite you back. Wakes you up better 
than a cold shower. There has been extreme care and 
planning (some would argue) that has led to this point. 
Both contain secrets—one more than the other of course—
and let people remain curious of what happens behind the 
scenes to make them happen. People flock to them in the 
summers. 

Brands built on optimism, diversity and inclusion. There 
are multiple ingredients and these ingredients combine 
to give you the end result. They transform you; both give 
you energy and refresh you, but they can also make you 
feel like sluggish or exhausted at times. But yet, it keeps 
you coming back These things are what combine to make 
it the thing that it is; the thing that gives it character, 
life, or opportunity. Both have always been there for one 
another. There is plenty for all of us.  What started as an 
experiment has since become loved by millions. 
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State Population
State Funds 
for Transit

Percentage 
Of funds 

from State

State 
Funds Per 

Capita

Virginia 

Florida

N. Carolina

Tennessee

Georgia 

8,367,587

20,224,914

6,595,056

10,035,186

10,199,398

$155,076,347

$275,586,204

$38,323,678

$68,323,678

$14,448,110

16.57%

12.59%

12.33%

8.71%

1.24%

$13.75

$13.61

$5.85

$6.81

$1.42

Water Withdrawls Drop as 
Population Increases

200

400

600

800

1000

0

Population

Water Withdrawls

6,000,000

5,000,000

4,000,000

3,000,000

2,000,000

20
00

20
05

20
10

20
15

100
90

20
00

20
05

20
10

20
15

19
99

110

120

130
140

150

160

Earnings 
Home Prices

Year-over-year change in sales prices and 
Job Earnings



State Population
State Funds 
for Transit

Percentage 
Of funds 

from State

State 
Funds Per 

Capita

Virginia 

Florida

N. Carolina

Tennessee

Georgia 

8,367,587

20,224,914

6,595,056

10,035,186

10,199,398

$155,076,347

$275,586,204

$38,323,678

$68,323,678

$14,448,110

16.57%

12.59%

12.33%

8.71%

1.24%

$13.75

$13.61

$5.85

$6.81

$1.42

100
90

20
00

20
05

20
10

20
15

19
99

110

120

130
140

150

160

Year-over-year change in sales prices and 
Job Earnings


